Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #14 – What is a gospel meeting?


I saw the sign beside the church building that said, “Gospel Meeting Tonight,” but what, pray tell, is a “Gospel Meeting”? 

Whenever gospel meeting season rolls around, Christians are given the opportunity to hear a guest speaker in their home congregation preach nightly for a few days or even a week. It is also a period in which the members are encouraged to invite friends, neighbors, acquaintances, relatives and strangers to come and hear the gospel. The church then is meeting for the purpose of the good news. Hence, it is a “gospel meeting.”

The more popular phrase for similar events among denominations is “revival” and that phrase really is no more or less scripturally sound than “gospel meeting.” A periodic revival of zeal is precisely one of our ambitions in conducting a “gospel meeting.” Peter’s epistles were attempts at revival (2 Peter 1:13), as were those of Christ (Revelation 3:3) and of Paul (2 Timothy 1:6). Certainly, however, we should take care not to confine our meetings for the gospel and attempts at revival to a couple of weeks in the spring and autumn.
1. Why is the phrase “gospel meeting” appropriate? What benefits or drawbacks could the term have?
The church is meeting for the purpose of proclaiming the gospel during these periods of assembly and worship. The church assembles to proclaim the “good news” to any who would listen. Its only drawback is that many think it is a church-members only affair.

2. Is the term “revival,” commonly used among denominations, appropriate as well? What benefits or drawbacks would it have?
A “revival” has solid and sound reference to the church’s hope of renewing flagging zeal among its members and restoring a spiritual interest in the lost of the community. While the term is commonly understood, it may have connection with certain unscriptural practices and traditions.
3. What responsibilities is the church authorized to undertake according to these passages:
a. First Corinthians 11:26: assembling to worship
b. Ephesians 4:12: edifying the saints
c. Ephesians 3:10: evangelizing the world
d. First Corinthians 16:1-4: benevolence toward needy saints

4. Into which category (or categories) does a gospel meeting fit?
A gospel meeting fits into worship, edification and evangelism.

5. Why is the emphasis so much on teaching in gospel meeting efforts?
a. Romans 1:16-17: The gospel is God’s power unto salvation.
b. Romans 10:17: Faith comes by hearing God’s word.
c. Acts 18:8: Those who hear and believe can be baptized and saved.
d. Ephesians 6:17: The word we preach is the Holy Spirit’s sword to pierce hearts.

6. Many churches today sprinkle in carnal appeals when offering the gospel to the lost. Why did Jesus refuse to perpetuate such a policy in his own ministry (John 6:4-14, 22-27, 21-66)?
After miraculously feeding the thousands, they demanded more signs and carnal sustenance, not because they believed in him, but they sought the free meal. Many today are drawn by church offers to pay off credit cards and give away free money and food, but true faith is rarely founded on the flesh.
7. Some churches are booming today because of Wednesday Night Dodge Ball and Video Games. How does recreation and entertainment compare to sober instruction as force to convert souls (1 Timothy 4:8)?
The booming recreation gospel is a spiritual failure, for hearts are not won simply by toning muscles and toying with the mind.

8. Zeal should always describe the faith of the redeemed, but we would be lying if we suggested that such enthusiasm never lags. How does the writer recommend that Christians renew their zeal?
a. Romans 12:1-2: Mental renewal
b. Hebrews 5:14: Sense exercise
c. 2 Timothy 1:6-7: Stoking the embers of our abilities, using them courageously

9. What did Peter do in an attempt to revive others’ zeal (2 Peter 1:12-15)? Did he start a church softball league, institute a $5 a day attendance bribe or hide free cookies under the pews?
Peter wrote to them to remind them of their present blessings and future hope.

10. How did Christ warn these churches where revival was needed?
a. Revelation 2:4-5: Those who had left their first love needed to return to him through repentance and a renewal of their original ways of service.
b. Revelation 3:1-3: Those with an undeserved reputation for spiritual vitality needed to remember how they had begun their faith and get busy again.
